
PUTNAM CHAMBER ANNUAL DINNER 
Marty Chapman, President 

 
The Chamber Annual Dinner will be held Friday, February 6 at the Charleston Marriott. This event is a wonderful 
way to begin the new year with  Chamber members and guests coming together to commemorate the success of 
2014. The Chamber would like to thank all those who attended and the following sponsors for making this evening 
possible. 

 
Gold Sponsors 

AEP John Amos Plant 
The DOW Chemical Company 

Putnam County Bank  
Toyota Motor Manufacturing WV  

 
 Silver Sponsors 

CAMC Teays Valley Hospital 
Charleston Marriott 
City National Bank 

FL Smidth 
Frontier Communications 

West Virginia American Water 
 

Entertainment Sponsors 
Fifth Third Bank 

Foster Supply, Inc.  
Jenkins Fenstermaker , PLLC 

Poca Valley Bank  
Pullin, Fowler, Flanagan, Brown & Poe, PLLC  

Randolph Engineering Co., Inc./Appalachian Signals & Products, Inc.  
Rock Branch Community Bank 

Tyree, Embree & Associates, PLLC 
Yeager Insurance & Financial Services, Inc.  

  
 

Reception Sponsors 
Yeager Airport 

 
Associate Sponsors 

American Home Inspectors & Engineering Assessments, Inc. 
Dinsmore 

Gino’s Pizza/Tudor’s Biscuit World 
Goodwill Industries of Kanawha Valley  

The Putnam Standard  
Teays Valley Storage, LLC 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Marketing Sponsor 
Barnes Agency 

 

 

After dinner, a brief business meeting was held followed with entertainment 
by The Street Players.  
 
The tradition of the Mayo Lester Community Service Award was also 
continued with the selection of Roger Randolph for his active involvement in 
the growth in Putnam County and continued community support.   

 
Generation Putnam also added a new item to the 
evening’s agenda. This year the third Generation 
Putnam Young Leader Award was presented to 
Ashley Alford of the Putnam Chamber for her 
leadership in the community and her profession.  

  
The Annual Dinner committee, working with Chamber staff, organized a very 
professional and pleasant evening.  Finally, and very importantly, my sincere 
gratitude to all of you that supported this evening through donations of time 
and/or materials, funding or attendance.  Your support of the Putnam County 
Chamber of Commerce is always very much appreciated. 
 

Putnam County Chamber of Commerce 
2015 Board of Directors  

 
Chair, Eric Embree, Tyree, Embree & Associates, PLLC 

Vice-Chair, Doug Drehobl,  Toyota Motor Manufacturing WV 
Secretary/Treasurer, Judy Sydenstricker, Fireside Grille 

Visioning Chair, Mandy Curry, MVB Bank 
Past-Chair, Phil Hudnall, AEP John Amos Plant 

 
Ray Burke, Better Foods Inc. 

Jonathan  Clark, Sleepy Hollow Golf Club  
Sean Graves, West Virginia American Water  

Michael Hathaway, Frontier Communications Corporation  
Randy H. Hodges, CAMC Teays Valley Hospital  

Michael  Kinneer, Midway Ford  
Brian Moore, Dinsmore & Shohl, LLP  

Tim O'Neal, The Dow Chemical Company  
Deborah F. Phillips, Government Solutions LLC  
Grace Randolph, Randolph Engineering Co., Inc. 

Erich Reggi, Pray Construction Company 
Blake Stevens, G & G Builders, Inc. 

J P Owens, City National Bank 
Ryan Wheeler, Terradon Corporation 

Glenn Yeager  II, Yeager Insurance & Financial Services  
Kathy McGettigan, Poca Valley Bank, Ex-Officio  

Heather Vanater, Putnam County Development Authority, Ex-Officio 
 
 



 
  

MEMBER TIP: Did you know the Putnam Chamber has an App? Download it form iTunes or Google Play by 
searching Putnam Chamber WV!  

 
Thank you to our Renewing Members for your continued support of the Putnam County Chamber of Commerce! Your investment demonstrates 

your willingness to support and build a better business climate in which to live, work and play in Putnam County. 

 
New Members 

 
Old Colony - Karen Twohig 

Karen Twohig 
 1017 Big Bend Road 

Barboursville, West Virginia 25504 
 (304) 733-7131 

karentwohig@gmail.com 
 

Almost Havana, LLC 
Jay Roudebush 
3 Liberty Square 

Hurricane, WV 25526 
(681) 235-3058 

jay@almosthavana.com  
 
The Putnam County Chamber Consumer & Relocation Guide with a complete list of Chamber members is always available free of charge at the 

Chamber office.  You can also find the guide on our website, www.PutnamChamber.org 

 
 

Join Us! 
Business Before Business 

Friday, February 13th 
7:30-9:00 a.m. 

 

Hosted by: 
Dave Allen Communications 

This even will take place at First State Bank: 3754 Teays Valley Road, Hurricane, WV 25526 
 

Free to Chamber members!  

Complimentary continental breakfast will be provided. 
Win a free e-Billboard in the business card drawing 

Please RSVP to www.PutnamChamber.org, Chamber@putnamcounty.org or call (304) 757-6510.  
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Congratulations to Crede Lawn Services  

Chamber Business of the Month for February! 
 

Crede Lawn Services is located at 5897 Teays Valley Road in Scott Depot. A family owned and 

operated business since 1990. Owner Dennis E. Crede began the business as strictly lawn maintenance by 

providing services to families in Putnam Co. Through the years Crede Lawn has built relationships with clients 

and businesses throughout WV and enjoyed success in 

doing so. As advances in lawn care and landscaping 

have progressed, Crede Lawn expanded their services to 

design and build landscaping from Soft scape, exterior 

lighting, excavating, retaining walls, patios and holiday 

lighting. 

 

Beginning in 1998 Crede Lawn introduced Christmas 

Décor, Providing professional outdoor Christmas 

lighting on homes and business which includes putting 

them up, taking them down, and storage for the 

following year for residential and commercial clients. 

Crede Lawn has enjoyed providing professional 

Christmas Lighting and being a part of so many families 

holidays in Kanawha, Putnam and Cabell County. Just 

in this past season, as a surprise, CLS donated its time and lights to the wife and kids of a current deployed 

service member. Also, CLS decorated Liberty Square in Teays Valley, as well as lighting a large Christmas tree 

in front of Big Sandy Arena. Crede Lawn Service is happy to assist families in the area to make the holiday 

season less stressful. 

  

CLS is always excited each spring to provide spring clean-up which includes pruning, new coat of mulch, all 

winter debris picked up and removed, plus new landscaping and lawn maintenance. Owner Dennis Crede spoke 

about how we always look forward to each spring because of all the new projects. “No job is ever the same. We 

love the excitement we get from the clients when they see their backyard turned into an extended living space 

with beautiful new landscape.” 

 

Please give us a call at 304-757-2567 for any Landscape needs. 

 

We would like to thank all of our customers for allowing us to take care of them and their properties. We would 

also like to thank our great employees because without them, we could never have grown the way we have. 

 

Thank you Putnam Chamber of Commerce, for picking us as business of the month. God bless! 
    

Business selected for “Business of the Month” are drawn from the names 
of Chamber members attending Business After Hours. 

 
 

Please Note: Any candidate signage on Chamber property indicates only that the candidate is a member in good standing with the Chamber of Commerce; it is not an endorsement. 

The Putnam County Chamber of Commerce does not endorse candidates for any elected position. 

 

 



 
Leadership Putnam County 

Today’s Vision . . . Tomorrow’s Leaders 
Class Begins Thursday, April 9, 2015 

 
Since 1989, Leadership Putnam County has been introducing its class members to major facets of the Putnam 
County community through an intensive nine week course.  During half day sessions, class members participate in 
educational sessions, tours and candid conversations with community leaders and business professionals.  Topics 
including law enforcement, recreation, education, economic development, government and more challenge 
members to see their community as they have never seen it before. 
 
Leadership Putnam County is a way for a new employee, or one who is moving up the company ladder, to develop 
leadership skills while making valuable contacts and building lifelong relationships with other leaders in the 
community. 
 
Classes are conducted every Thursday beginning April 9, from 8:30 – Noon.  Attendance at a minimum of one 
outside public meeting is a requirement for graduation.  The cost is $250 for Chamber members and $310 for non-
members which include materials and a continental breakfast at most sessions.  A graduation ceremony is held in 
June. For additional information please call 304-757-6510. 

 
Join us for 

February Business After Hours 
Hosted by: 

 
 

Thursday, February 19 
5:00-7:00 p.m. 
$20 per person 

 
RSVPs are required; pre-payment is appreciated. 

Business After Hours is open to members and their guests.  
The cash drawing sponsored by BB&T is valued at $200; you must be present to win! 
RSVP to 304.757.6510, chamber@putnamcounty.org or www.putnamchamber.org 

 
 

mailto:chamber@putnamcounty.org
http://www.putnamchamber.org/


Putnam Chamber Network of Women (NOW) 
7th Annual Blood Drive – February 27th! 

 
Putnam Chamber NOW (Network of Women) is sponsoring a Blood Drive on Friday, February 27th from 1:00 to 
7:00 p.m. at the City of Hurricane Municipal Building.   
 
Did you know that every 2 seconds, someone in the United States needs a blood transfusion? Or that to meet total 
demand for blood and blood products, more than 38,000 donors are needed daily?  And that there is a 97% chance 
that you or someone you know will need a blood transfusion in your lifetime?  It all adds up – Blood Donors 
Needed! 

 
Basic Donor Guidelines: 

♥You must be at least 17 years of age 
♥You must weigh at least 110 pounds 

  ♥You must be in generally good health 
            ♥Provide photo ID, or two other forms of ID 

 
If you’re unable to donate blood, you can donate your time by volunteering at this special community service event.  
You can register to be a donor or a volunteer – just go to www.redcrossblood.org or call the Chamber office at 
304.757.6510.     
 

Putnam Chamber NOW (Network of Women) meets the third Thursday of every month at 8 am at the Chamber office; meeting participants are 
encouraged to bring a canned food item for local food pantries.  With a mission “to be a resource for women in the business community”, 

meetings are open to all women employed by members of the Putnam County Chamber of Commerce. 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  

The Putnam Chamber of Commerce is partnering with Putnam County Schools and the WV State 
Treasurers Office on the “Get A Life” program. This program will be implentted in all Putnam County 
Middle Schools. The Chamber is currently seeking volunteers to help with this program on March 17 & 
18th at the Armed Forces Reserve Center in Eleanor. For more information or to volunteer call or email -
Ashley at (304) 757-6510 or A.Alford@putnamcounty.org  
 

Putnam County Chamber of Commerce Winfield High 
School Business Symposium  

 
The Business Symposium, sponsored by the Chamber’s Education Committee, was held at Winfield High School on 
January 7, 2015 and included presentations by students enrolled in the Business Financial Analysis class.  Business 
principles such as adopting a mission statement, creating a board of directors, selling stock, conducting product 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:A.Alford@putnamcounty.org


research, creating advertising campaigns, implementing accounting practices and directing human resources are 
addressed by the students.   
 
This class, instructed by Diane Painter, created General Galaxy. Their company produced T-shirts & sweatshirts 
making a profit of $1,727.32. The profits were donated to the Crohn's & Colitis Foundation of America. 
 
The Chamber would like to congratulate the students and teachers for their hard work, creativity and 
entrepreneurship efforts and especially thank the business community for sharing their expertise to develop 
future business leaders of Putnam County. 

 
Community News 

View all upcoming community events on the Community Calendar at 
www.putnamchamber.org 

 
Monthly Marketing Tip: Selling Products Online: Steps In Your Process 
 
Thinking about selling products online in your business? If you’ve never sold online before, you have some things to consider 
and some decisions to make.  
 
Year after year, ecommerce sales continue to grow. According to comScore, online commerce growth is now outpacing overall 
commerce growth in the United States. Some entrepreneurs would like to get a small piece of that growth for themselves. 
 
Setting up an ecommerce site is similar in many ways to setting a brick and mortar store. There are numerous aspects of 
building and running an online store so you’ll need to take your time and create a solid business plan first. 
 
Once you’ve determined the products, pricing, target audience and store policies, focus on the following key action items: 
 
Step 1: Select a Domain Name and How to Host 
 
A strong, memorable domain name for your ecommerce store is essential so choose accordingly. 
 
You will also need to determine whether to manage your own Web hosting or have your platform provider host it on your 
behalf. There are pros and cons with both options so consider the long-term goals of your store. 
 
Step 2: Set Up an Internet Merchant Account 
 
Online customers prefer to pay by credit card so you will need to have a merchant account to take and process payments and 
send the money to your business bank account. Contact your bank to get more information on how to establish one.  
 
Step 3: Choose an eCommerce Storefront 
 
Are you just selling one product or multiple products? There are many online solutions that are available based on your 
business’ needs, like: 
 
1) Simple: You’re selling a single product and only need a way for customers to pay, like a Paypal “Buy Now” button. 
 
2) Hosted: If you need more than a payment button but don’t have the time, money, or bandwidth to install e-commerce 
software, you can use a hosted ecommerce storefront solution. It’s a great way to get started with a low-budget online 
presence. 
 
3) Do it Yourself: For a robust shopping cart, there are many commercial, off-the-shelf options that require the purchase of a 
license as well as open source products to choose from. When evaluating any product though, determine if it supports the 
payment methods you want to use. Consider how much support and help is available to you after purchase, and how 
frequently the product is upgraded. 
 

http://www.putnamchamber.org/


Step 4: Describe Your Products 
Your customer isn’t in a physical store to look, touch or try on your product. So you need to replicate that experience as much 
as possible by writing really good descriptions of every item you’re selling. Provide as much information as you can, like 
weight and dimensions. 
 
Step 5: Get an SSL Certificate 
You know when you go to a site and in your browser bar you’ll see a little padlock symbol? That means the site is secure, and 
it’s an assurance to online customers that their data will be safe. You provide that by purchasing a SSL (Secure Socket Layer) 
certificate that encrypts the parts of your website that collect personal information, like credit card and customer form details.  
 
These are just a few of the important things you’ll need to accomplish to set up your site. Ultimately, the more time you have to 
prepare before you begin, the faster you’ll succeed once you go online. 

 
B.G. Hamrick is an author, speaker, Internet marketing consultant, and website developer.  He is dedicated to helping businesses use powerful 
new online and mobile marketing platforms to get visibility, traffic, leads, customers and raving fans.  B.G. lives in Scott Depot, WV with his wife 

Jill & two daughters.  Visit: www.BGHamrick.com 

 

 
 
Calendar of Events for February 2015  
 
 

Friday, February 6  
Annual Dinner, 6:00pm 
Charleston Marriott 
 
Wednesday, February 13 
Business Before Business, 7:30 a.m.  
Dave Allen Communications (will be held at First State Bank in Hurricane) 
 
Thursday, February 19 
Business After Hours, 5:00 p.m.  
The Greenhouse of Teays Valley, $20 per person 
 
Friday, February 27 
NOW Blood Drive, 1:00 – 7:00 p.m.  
Hurricane Municipal Building  
 

 
 

 
 

 
Putnam County Chamber Staff 

Marty Chapman, President 
mchapman@putnamcounty.org  

Ashley Alford, VP of Programs & Events 
a.alford@putnamcounty.org 

Mary Jo Hendricks, Administrative Assistant - Finance 
mj@putnamcounty.org  

Shane Bartolomeo, Administrative Assistant 
chamber@putnamcounty.org  

  
Office Hours: 9:00 am—4:00 pm, Monday-Friday 

Physical Address: 5664 St. Rt. 34, North, Winfield, WV  25213 
Mailing Address: PO Box 553, Teays, WV  25569 

Phone: 304.757.6510 ~ Fax: 304.757.6562 
chamber@putnamcounty.org  

www.putnamchamber.org 
 

http://www.bghamrick.com/
mailto:mchapman@putnamcounty.org
mailto:a.alford@putnamcounty.org
mailto:mj@putnamcounty.org
mailto:chamber@putnamcounty.org
mailto:chamber@putnamcounty.org
http://www.putnamchamber.org/

